The role of tubulointerstitial injury in chronic renal failure.
Progressive renal failure results from a triad of glomerulosclerosis, tubulointerstitial fibrosis and vascular sclerosis. The mechanisms by which tubules are injured, and by which the tubular epithelial cell then excites interstitial inflammation culminating in fibroblast activation and fibrosis have become increasingly understood. Most current methods to prevent progressive glomerulosclerosis would inherently prevent tubular injury and interstitial fibrosis. The behaviour and control of the renal fibroblast is being investigated, with the potential for direct interference with its functions.